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Foreword

National Fducaton Polcy (NEP) 20201ighlights that quality tigher education must

aim o develop good thoughtful, well-rounded, and creative individuals The way to

achieve suchcapabilities is only through holistic and multidisciplinary educationwith
the freedom for students 1o shape their studias

Keeping in view of NEP's recommendations. the UGC has revised the Choice Based

Credit System and developed a new Curriculum and Credit Framework far

framework  reflects the NEP's
recommendationssuch as restruclured degree programmes multiple entry and exit,

flexible degree options with single major. double major, mulli-inter-disciplinary

choices. and a curmiculum built with employability skills 1n addition to academic
subjects

Undergraduale  Programmes The

| am dehghted to share the Curnculum and Credit Framework for Undergraduate
Programmes for implementation in Higher Educational Insttutions. | hope this
framework will serve as a guiding document and help universities and colleges in
undertaking the revision of the curriculum

| take this opportunity to sincerely acknowledge the significant contribution of the
expert committee under the Chairmanship of Prof R P Tiwan and UGC officials in

developing the Curriculum and Credit Framework for Undergraduate Programmes

I appductdimst.
L

.I.'
(Prof. M. Jagadesh Kumar)

fvafrarEa 92 smEm
famem T, 9T TR

y Gronls Commission

AT AW ma'r,' A: F:»-.E|-1-|!.-m;_.f-Ea.P:udur Shoh Zofor Marg, New Delh 110002
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Nnd Credit Framework for Undergraduate Programmes

OO Loy

The National | ducation Policy (NEP) 2020 (herean
fecognizes that highey educan

as well as sociey
democratic Just,

er referred 1o as NEP or Policy)
important role in promoting human
as envisioned in its Constitution - a
and humane nation upholding liberty,
at "given the 21 *-century requirements,
od, thoughtful, well-rounded, and creative

g and in develaping India
conscious, cultured,

SOcially
d justice for all. It notes th

individuals™

The NEP 2020 Slates, “4

‘ Ssessments of educationa| approaches in undergraduate
education that .fnregrare the o ;

. _ humanities ang arts with Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (STg M) have consistently shown positive learning outcomes, including

. innovation, criticaj thinking and higher-order thinking capacities,
problem-solving abijities

; - leamwork, communication skills, more in-depth learning and
mastery of curricula acro

Ss fields, increases in social and moral awareness, elc., besides
general engagement ang enjo

yment of tearning”

ipline or field including vocational and
professional areas, or a UG d

iploma after 2 years of study, or a Bachelor's degree after
a 3-year programme. The 4-year multidisciplinary Bachelor's programme, however, shail

In accordance with the NEP 2020, the UGC has formulated a new student-centric
“Curriculum and Credit Framework for Undergraduate Programmes (CCFuPYy
incorporating a flexible choice-based credit system, multidisciplinary‘ approach, and
multiple entry and exit options. This will facilitate students to pursue their career path by
choosing the subjectffield of their interest.

2.0. Anchors to the National Education Policy 2020

2.1 NEP principles that have a bearing on the curricular thrusts at different
: stages of higher education

University Grants Commission
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The NEp highlights certain fund;
System at large. as well
direct bearing on the

‘mental principles that would guide both the education
as individual educational institutions, The principles that have a
cumecula for ditferent levels of higher education include:

Recognizing, identif
promote heris holi

| ying, and fosterin

g the unique capabilities of each student 1o
st development:

Flexibility, so that learners can select their Ieaming lrajectories and programmes,
and thereby choose their 0

W0 paths in life according to their talents and interests;

learners can select their learni
Se their own paths in Jife accor

Muludts.cupllnary and holistic edu
humanities, a

" Flexibility, so that

ng lrajectories and pro rammes,
and thereby choo g lra) prog

ding to their talents and interests:

Cation a

~atON across the sciences, social sciences, arts,
nd sports for a multidiscipli

nary world;

vi Extensive use of technology in teachin

INcreasing access for
management;

g and |

| earning, removing language barriers,
Divyang student

S. and educational planning and

vii.  Respect for diversity and respect for the local context in all curricula, pedagogy,
and policy;
vii. Equity and inclusion as the cornerstone of all educational decisions to ensure that

all students are able to thrive in the education system and the institutional

environment are responsive to differences to ensure that high-quality education is
available for all.

Ix.  Rootedness and pride in India, and its rich, diver

se, ancient, and modern culture,
languages, knowledge systems, and traditions.

lransformative initiatives that have a bearing on the undergraduate
education

The NEP envisages several transformative initiatives in higher education. These include:

« Introducing holistic and multidisciplinary un.dergraduate educariion tha.t would t;uelp
develop all capacities of human beings - intellectual, aesthe_tlc, social, physical,
emotional, ethical, and moral - in an integrated manner; soft slulis:, sqch as FDTP|EK
problem solving, critical thinking, creative thlnklr?g. communication skills; and
rigorous specialization in a chosen field (s) of learning.

Curriculum and Credit Framework for Undergraduate Programmes



* Adoption of flexible curricular structures in order to enable creative combinations
ot disciplinary areas for Study in multidisciplinary contexts that would also allow

flexibility in course options that would be on offer to students, in addition to rigorous
specialization in a subject or subjects.

Undergraduate degree programmes of either 3 or 4-year duration, with multiple
entry and exit points and re-entry options, with appropriate certifications such as:

* 2 UG certificate after completing 1 year (2 semesters

) of study in the chosen fields
of study,

* a UG diploma after 2 years (4 semesters) of study,
a bachelor's degree after a 3-year (6 semesters) programme of study,

a 4-year bachelor's degree (honours) after eight semesters programme of study.
If the student completes a rigorous research project in their major area(s) of study
in the 4™ year of a bachelor's degree (honours with research).

* The 4-year bachelor's degree programme is considered a preferred option since it
would provide the opportunity to experience the full range of holistic and
multidisciplinary education in addition 1o a focus on the chosen major and minors
as per the choices of the student.

» Inclusion of credit-based courses and projects in the areas of community
engagement and service, environmental education, and value-based education.

« Environment education to include areas such as climate change, pollution, waste
management, sanitation, conservation of biological diversity, management of
biological resources and biodiversity, forest and wildlife conservation, and
suslainable development and living.

» Value-based education to include the development of humanistic, ethical,
Constitutional, and universal human values of truth, righteous conduct, peace,

love, nonviolence, scientific temper, citizenship values, and life skills.

« Lessons in service and participation in community service programmes to be an
integral part of holistic education.

University Grants Commission




Global Citizenship Education and education for sustainable development to form
an integral part of the curriculum to empower learners to become aware of and
understand global and sustainable development issues and to become active
promoters of more peaceful, tolerant, inclusive, secure, and sustainable societies.

. Sluq{mls 1o be provided with opportunities for internships with local industry,
businesses, artists, crafts persons, etc., as well as research internships with faculty
and researchers at their own or other HEIs/research institutions, so that students

may aclively engage with the practical side of their learning and, as a by-product,
further improve their employability.

* Reorienting leaching programmes to ensure the development of capabilities
across arange of disciplines including sciences, social sciences, arts, humanities,
languages, as well as vocational subjects. This would involve offering
programmes/courses of study relating to Languages, Literature, Music,
Philosophy, Art, Dance, Theatre, Statistics, Pure and Applied Sciences, Sports,

etc., and other such subjects needed for a multidisciplinary and stimulating
learning environment,

Preparing professionals in cutting-edge areas that are fast gaining prominence, such as
Artificial Intelligence (Al), 3-D machining, big data analysis, and machine learning, in
addition to genomic studies, biotechnology, nanotechnology, neuroscience, with
important applications to health, environment, and sustainable living that will be woven
into undergraduate education for enhancing the employability of the youth.

3.0. Cusriculum Framework
Main features of the New Curriculum Framework
The new curriculum framework will have the following features.

i.  Flexibility to move from one discipline of study to another;
i.  Opportunity for learners to choose the courses of their interest in all disciplines;
Facilitating multiple entry and exit options with UG certificate/ UG diploma/ or

degree depending upon the number of credits secured;
Flexibility for learners t0 move from one institution to another to enable them to
have multi and/or interdisciplinary learning;

Flexibility to switch to alternative modes of learning (offline, ODL, and Online
learning, and hybrid modes of learning).

Curriculum and Credit Framework for Undergraduate Programmes
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Regulations for Acade
are already n place

mic Bank of Credit (ABC) and guidelines for Multiple Entry and Exit
Credit Framework for

1o faciltate the implementation of the proposed “Curriculum and
Undergraduate Programmes”.

hgibility, and Dus on of the Proa imme

>emester/Credits

9 days and an academic year is divided into two

semeslors.
* A summer term is for eight  weeks during  summer  vacation.
sed vocational education and training can be
M. especially by students who wish to exit after
W0 semesters or four semesters of study. Reqular courses may also be offered

_ work. The HEIs can decide on the courses o be
offered in the summer term depending on the availability of faculty and the number
of students.

-

2.2 Major and Minor disciplines

Major discipline is the discipline or subject of main focus and the degree will be awarded

in that discipline. Students should secure the prescribed number of credits (about 50% of
lotal credits) through core courses in the maijor discipline.

Minor discipline helps a student to gain a broader understanding beyond the major
discipline. For example, if a student pursuing an Economics major obtains a minimum of

12 credits from a bunch of courses in Statistics, then the student will be awarded B.A,
degree in Economics with a Minor in Statistics.

3.2.3 Awarding UG Certificate, UG Diploma, and Degrees

UG Certificate: Students who opt to exit after complet.ian of"l_he first year and have
secured 40 credits will be awarded a UG certiﬁcate_lf, in addition, they complete one
vocational course of 4 credits during the summer vac.au_nn of the first year. These students
are allowed to re-enter the degree prograr!'lme wlth!n three years and complete the
degree programme within the stipulated maximum period of seven years.

i it after completion of the second year and have

a: Students who opt to exit a : ion 3
UGU?;?'}";? credits will be awarded the UG diploma if, in addition, they complete one
\Sizzational course of 4 credits during the summer vacation of the second year. The

University Grants Commission
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students are allowed o re
programmpp

‘enter within a period of three years and complete the degree
within the maximum period of seven years,

3-year UG Degree: Students who wish 1o undergo a 3-year UG programme will be
awarded UG Degree in the Major discipline

after successfyl completion of three years,
secunng 120 credits and satisfying the minimum credit requirement as given in table 2
(Secuon 5)

4-year UG Degree (Honours): A four-year
will be awarded to those
and have satisfied the

UG Honours degree in the major discipline
who complete a four-year degree programme with 160 credits
credit requirements as given in table 2 in Section 5.

4-year UG Degree (Honours with Research): Students who secure 75% marks and
above in the first six semesters and wish to undertake research at the undergraduate
level can choose a research stream in the fourth year, They should do a research project
or dissertation under the guidance of a faculty member of the University/College. The
research project/dissertation will be in the maijor discipline. The students who secure 160

credits. including 12 credits from a research project/dissertation, are awarded UG Degree
(Honours with Research).

Infrastructure Requirement: The Departments offering a 4-year UG Degree (Honours
with Research) must have the required infrastructure such as the library, access o
journals, computer lab and software, laboratory facilities to carry out experimental
research work, and at least two permanent faculty members who are recognized as Ph.D.
supervisors. The Departments already recognized for conducting ﬂle Ph.D. programme
may conduct a 4-year UG Degree (Honours with Research) without obtaining any
approval from the affiliating University.

UG Degree Programmes with Single Major: A student has to secure a minimum of _50%
credits from the major discipline for the B-yearM‘-year UG degree to be auj.rarded a single
major. For example, in a 3-year UG programme, if the tolal_numper of credits to be earn-s:ld
is 120, a student of Physics with a minimum of 60 credits will be_awarded a B.Sc. mf
Physics with a single major. Similarly, in a 4-ye;ar U(_.‘1 programme, if lrheﬂmtaldr}umt;:ﬁrbu
credilts to be earned is 160, a student of Phy.sncs wlt_h a minimum Ec? credits wi witﬁ
awarded a B.Sc. (Hons./Hon. With Research) in Physics in a 4-year programme

single major.

; jor: tudent has to secure a minimum of
ammes with Double Major: A s
UG DEQ':“E ':,r:n?rthe second major discipline for the 3-yearf4-yegr UG degree to be
40% credi 3 ble major. For example, in a 3-year UG programme, if the total qump&r of
awe?dr.?efoabeo:amed is 120, a student of Physics with @ minimum of 48 credits will be
credits '

Curriculum and Credit Framework for Undergraduate Programmes
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. oo o : ramme,
awarded a B.Sc. in Physics with a double major. Similarly, n a ‘1-_YGE’T_UC? pr?gimum of
if the total number of credits to be earned is 160, a student of F'h‘)ff'f'cs* w|[h. @ "."" 4-year
64 credits will be awarded a B S¢ (Hons /Hon. With Research) in Physics In a4-ye

UG programme with double majar.

Interdisciplinary UG Programmes: The credits for core courses shall be distributed
among the constituent disciplines/subjects S0 as o get core compelence in IP‘!E
interdisciplinary programme i or example, a degree in E conometrics requires courses In
economics, statistics. and mathematics The total credits to core courses shall be
distributed so that the student gets full competence in Econometrics upon completion of
the programme. The degree for such students will be awarded as B.Sc. in Econometrics
for a 3-year UG programme oOf B.Sc. (Honours) / B.Sc. (Honours with Research) in

¢ conometrics for a 4-year UG programme.

Multidisciplinary UG Programmes: In the case of students pursuing a multidisciplinary
programme of study. the credits 1o core courses will be distributed among the broad
disciplines such as Life sciences, Physical Sciences, Mathematical and Computer
Sciences, Data Analysis, Social Sciences, Humanities, etc., For example, a student who
opts for a UG program in Life sciences will have the total credits 10 core COUrses
distributed across Botany, Zoology and Human biology disciplines. The degree will be
awarded as B.Sc. in Life Sciences for a 3-year programme and B.Sc. (Honours) in Life
Sciences or B.Sc. (Honours with Research) for a 4-year programme without or with a

research component respectively.

The statutory bodies of the Universities and Colleges such as the Board of Studies and
Academic Council will decide on the list of courses under major category and credit

distribution for double major, interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary programmes.

5 4 Credit hours for different types of courses

measured in terms of credit hours. A credit is a unit

d. It determines the number of hours of instruction
a semester (minimum 15 weeks).

The workload relating to a course is
by which the coursework is measure
required per week over the duration of

a lecture component or a lecture and tutorial component or

a lecture and practicum component or d lecture, tutorial, and practicum component, or
only practicum component. For example, a three-credit lecture course in a semester
means three one-hour lectures per week with each one-hour lecture counted as one
credit. In a semester of 15 weeks duration, a three-credit lecture course is equivalent to

45 hours of teaching.

Each course may have only

University Grants Commission
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